Coaurs / Private Fears in Public Placesos)

Director: Alain Resnais

Screenplay: Alan Ayckbourn & Jean-
Michel Ribes

Cast: Arthur (voice): Claude Rich;
Charlotte: Sabine Azéma; Dan: Lambert
Wilson; Gaélle: Isabelle Carré; Lionel:
Pierre Arditi; Nicole: Laura Morante;
Thierry: André Dussollier

Awards: Silver Lion Award and Pasinetti
Award Prize (Laura Montante), Venice Film
Festival (2006)

Cceursstands out as one of the European masterpie@3)6f According td.e Monde Alain
Resnais, award-winning director of such filmd\aght and Fog1955),Hiroshima, Mon Amour
(1959)and Smoking/No Smokin@993) “has achieved the pinnacle of his art” viitis film.
Based on British director Alan Ayckbourn’s plRyivate Fears in Public Placeshe film is
reminiscent of its theatrical origins in the ligidiand acting. Having already adapted an
Ayckbourn piece, Resnais effortlessly molds thgiogl screenplay to suit and reflect French
cosmopolitan culture.

Dan and Nicole, an engaged couple on the brinklweakup, search for the perfect apartment in
Paris. Thierry and Gaélle, a brother-sister dwe, iogether while each seeks a romantic
connection. Charlotte and Lionel bond over theef&ttsick father (Arthur). These intertwining
stories of seven characters, struggling to builll maintain meaningful interpersonal
relationships, propel the film as characters attemfind companionship and end the solitude
which plague them. lIronically, the intricaciestioé human heart lead both to a need for
companionship and, inevitably, to emotional alierat

Both comedic and heart wrenching, this bittersveeebunt of the complexities of the human
psyche is wonderfully pulled together due not dolyResnais’ personal talent but to the
outstanding performances of his cast. Humorousguges, the beautifully craftedise-en-scéne
and the choice of music balance out the film’s lyeawotional feel. The snow falling on Paris,
acting as the subtle yet beautiful backdrop, bremggalmost surreal, magical quality to the film.
Despite the beautiful cinematography characterddtislain Resnais's ceuvre, the complexity of
human emotion is largely conveyed through what resnaff camera, out of view, suggesting
the inability to fully connect. There is somethiiog everyone in Resnais’s art.

Program notes prepared by: Eric Dalle, Tricia DjfR&wul Hartley, Aubrey Korneta, Lauren
Messina, Bill Pedersen, Emilie Tarraf.



